
Programme of events 
28th July – 5th august
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“Following the light of the sun, 
we left the Old World.”

Christopher Columbus
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Our thanks go to the many members who have volunteered their time 
to work with the Club Staff to provide an appealing range of events 
and ensure the Cowes Clubhouse looks its best. As well as your pre-
booked events, we hope you will come throughout the week to enjoy 
the wonderful views of the Solent from the lawn and terrace, and the 
tempting food and refreshments available from the Terrace Restaurant 
and Club Bar.  

General Manager Andrew Overton, Rod Whitewood 
and Chef Lee Hall together with the Cowes 
Club Staff will be on hand to ensure you and 
your guests have a thoroughly good time.
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It is 525 years since Columbus set sail on his first voyage to 
discover the new world. 100 years ago shackleton returned 
from his famous Imperial trans-antarctic expedition where 
endurance was frozen fast in the ice and ultimately crushed. 
the team miraculously survived through immense bravery 
and teamwork.

Sailing has been at the centre of man’s exploration of our planet. 
The endeavours of courageous men and women have taught 
us much about the natural world. Their voyages have driven 
the development of new technologies: materials, construction, 
machines and electronics – that have improved our lives. 
So this year for Cowes Week we are celebrating exploration.

The 47th Rolex Fastnet – the world’s largest and most diverse 
offshore race – starts from Cowes on Sunday 6th August with a 
record breaking 390 yachts from 25 countries entered. On board 
every yacht – from cruiser racers to maxi-multihulls – will be 
devices and knowledge developed by the generations of sailors 
that preceded us.

We are delighted to be celebrating the innovation, discovery, 
knowledge and camaraderie that offshore and inshore sailing 
as a sport, occupation and passion brings.
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Commodore’s Log
We are very much looking forward to welcoming 
our members and their guests to 2017 Cowes Week. 
this year we are celebrating exploration and the 
role of sailing in expanding our personal and 
collective horizons.   

From the first America’s Cup in 1851, Cowes has attracted top flight 
sailors for fierce competition and spurred on technical advances. 
Once again competitors in Cowes Week will enjoy the spectacle of 
40 different classes racing around the 35 square nautical miles 
of the Solent. From classic day boats to the latest high performance 
yachts, these waters will be awash with sail – from cotton to Kevlar, 
mylar and carbon fibre. 

What better place to view the on shore and off shore action than 
our convivial Cowes Clubhouse with its raised terrace, hospitable 
team and excellent cuisine! You’ll find details of the events and 
dining in the following pages. 

We will be greeting offshore members here for the 47th Rolex
Fastnet Race that gets underway directly after Cowes Week on 
Sunday 6th August. I for one will be avidly following their progress
on the live web tracking, Fastnet Radio and Live TV.  

I would like to thank all our staff and volunteers who have worked 
to make this year’s Cowes Week thoroughly enjoyable for all sailors 
and guests to Cowes Week 2017.  

michael Boyd, Commodore
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Terrace Restaurant 
and Club Bar
the Cowes Clubhouse terrace restaurant is a must in your Cowes 
Week diary. a peaceful and relaxing contrast to the parties on 
the Parade and in the marinas, you and your guests will benefit 
from the unparalleled view from the clubhouse terrace.

We welcome back Olivio Terra, Head Chef at the 
London Clubhouse, who will create sumptuous 
summery cuisine for every palate. Robust 
burgers and steaks, classic light salads, shellfish 
platters and daily specials will be on offer. 

So, encourage your shore crew to pop in for coffee, 
or a cocktail and enjoy a leisurely lunch in the 
sunshine overlooking the action on the Squadron 
line. If you need to host a crew supper, or dinner 
with friends, as a member – please book with us.
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terrace restaurant opening Hours 
From Friday 28th July to Sunday 6th August, lunch will be available 
between 1200 –1600 every day. Daily specials will be on offer making 
the most of Isle of Wight produce.

evening dining in the terrace restaurant

friday 28th July
Bring your crew for supper to start off 
Cowes Week 

1800 –2200

saturday 29th July
Stay on for dinner after the Commodore’s 
Cocktail Party (Book early to secure a table)

2000 –2200

sunday 30th July 1800 –2200

monday 31st July 1800 –2200

tuesday 1st august
Book for the RORC Constellation Ball

(ticket holders only)

Wednesday 2nd august
Book for the Rolex Fastnet Crew Party

(ticket holders only)

thursday 3rd august 1800 –2200

friday 4th august
Book for the Friday Night Frolic

(ticket holders only)

saturday 5th august
Book for the Pre-Rolex Fastnet Crew Supper

1800 –2200

To book a table email cowes@rorc.org or telephone 01983 293581.
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Booking Information
l Bookings can be made by completing and returning the

enclosed ticket application form to the Cowes Clubhouse
or by telephoning the Cowes office on 01983 293581.

l Tickets are only available through members and must be 
purchased in advance.

l No ticket refunds will be available after friday 21st July 2017.
All refunds will be subject to a £25 administration fee.

l A ticket is required for entry to all events. Entry to the Cowes 
Clubhouse is through the main gate only, disabled access can 
be arranged on request in advance.

l Security will be in operation for all events.
l Tickets must be collected from the Cowes Clubhouse Office

prior to the event.

membership Cards, visiting Yachtsmen 
& guest Passes
l Members must show their membership card to security staff

at the Cowes Clubhouse entrance at all times.
l Each RORC member can request two free wristbands for their 

guests to access the club without a member. Please order 
guests passes on the Ticket Application or when booking tickets.

l Guests, friends and family of members visiting the Cowes 
Clubhouse must be accompanied by a RORC member or have 
a wristband.

l Guests, family and friends of RORC members and visiting 
yachtsmen are invited to purchase a guest pass for use of 
the clubhouse during Cowes Week. Weekly guest passes are 
£20.00, and are available from the Cowes Clubhouse Office, 
when booking with your ticket application form.

l Visiting yachtsmen are welcome to the club on presentation
of their club’s membership card to security staff.
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Cocktails & Canapés

Time: 1830 –2000

Dress: reefer or
Lounge suit

satUrDaY 29 t H JULY 2017

The Commodore’s 
Cocktail Party



the Commodore of the royal ocean racing Club 
invites you to join him to celebrate the first day’s racing 

of Cowes Week 2017.

The Terrace Restaurant 
will be open from 
2000 for dinner, table 
reservations are 
recommended.

tickets £30.00



tUe sDaY 1s t aUgUst 2017

The Constellation Ball
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Start your celebrations with a sparkling champagne 
cocktail in the glittering company of friends 

and competitors.

Chart your way through a fabulous four course banquet 
full of tantalizing flavours from around the world.

The heavenly fun continues on with the Smugglers 
Cave Casino in the East Marquee and dancing in your 

sparkly best to Mumma Mia.  

Sing along!

T here was something in the air that night, T he stars were bright, Fernando 
T hey were shining there for you and me, For liberty, Fernando
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“For the execution of the voyage 
to the Indies, I did not make use of 
intelligence, mathematics or maps.”

Christopher Columbus

Time
1830 – Clubhouse opens

1900 – Champagne cocktails
on the terrace

2015 – Grace followed by Dinner
0100 – Ships

Dress
mess Kit or Black tie

tickets £90.00includes half 
a bottle of wine per person

Menu
Baked Lobster Thermidor 

gratin, served in a half shell, 
with pickled Scallops 

& Oyster aioli


Chilled Gazpacho 

served in a shot glass


Honey Marinated 

Duck Breast with sautéed 
greens, black fig purée 
& gastronome potatoes


Chocolate Mousse Delice 
garnished with gold leaf, 

white chocolate 
& locally made 

raspberry sorbet
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WeDne sDaY 2 n D aUgUst 2017

The Rolex Fastnet 
Crew Party

Discard your waterproofs, fling on your flip flops 
and tropical shirts and join in!

Beer, rum and burgers will be available to fortify 
tired sailors, who can mambo and rumba their stuff 

to the fantastic Itchyfeet imported from 
antigua for the evening. 

Time: from 1900
Dress: Casual

“If I had not some strength of will 
I would make a first class drunkard.”

sir ernest shackleton

asher and Itchyfeet 
will be playing from 2100 

until midnight

£10.00entrancefood served from1900 not included in ticket
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frIDaY 4t H aUgUst 2017

Friday Night Frolic 
as Cowes Week draws to a close enjoy a delicious three course 

meal and dancing with your friends, family and crew.

Celebrate, commiserate, relive the racing or just relax and enjoy the view 
from the clubhouse marquee as the sun sets over the western solent. 

there will be live music to get your feet tapping long into the night.

Dress: smart Casual

Menu
Layered Smoked Fish Terrine, 

served with crispy shoots 
& lemon oil


Bavette of Beef, 

with roasted baby onions 
& smoked bacon, 

served on horseradish 
& tarragon mash, 

buttered baby carrots 
& sugar snap peas


Patisserie Strawberry Tartlet, 

mango cream 
& raspberry dust

Time
1945 – Grace followed

by Dinner
2200 – Dessert & Coffee

2230 – Dancing

Ships
2200 – Under 12s

0200 – All

Under 12s £15.00

tickets £40.00Dinner, half a bottle of wine 
per person and dancing
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satUrDaY 5 t H aUgUst 2017

The Pre-Rolex 
Fastnet Supper

Book your table for a tongue tingling 
saturday supper. If you are heading off to 

compete in the rolex fastnet race, 
or just planning to unwind, fuel up 

with flavoursome fare prepared by our 
Head Chef Lee and his team. 

Members, competitors and guests are invited to 
join us for a two course dinner and relaxing 

evening to round off the week. 

time: 1900
Dress: Casual

menu: Roasted Shorwell Lamb Rump, served with
minted potato mousseline, fine beans & black olives

A trio of desserts: 
Grasshopper cocktail shot, Peanut butter & chocolate bites, 

Lemon & pistachio baklava

“You can never cross the ocean 
unless you have the courage 
to lose sight of the shore.”

Christopher Columbus

tickets £30.00

© Rolex/Daniel Forster

© Rolex/Kurt Arrigo
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about the Cowes Clubhouse during 
Cowes Week
Cowes Clubhouse opening hours:  
l From 0730 every day, with breakfast available until 0900.  
l The bar will open from Friday 28th July to Sunday 6th August, 

although service will be restricted on Tuesday 1st August as
we prepare for the Constellation Ball.

l The Terrace Restaurant is available for booking throughout
the week please see details on page 7.

Cowes Clubhouse office opening Hours (01983 293581):
l Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th July, 1000 –1400
l Monday 31st July to Friday 4th August, 0900 –1700

Code of conduct:
l Children remain the responsibility of their parents or

responsible adult when they are in the club buildings, 
marquees and grounds.

l RORC cannot be deemed responsible for any loss of
possessions or injury sustained while on the premises.

l The purchase of alcohol for under 18s is not permitted. We
reserve the right to ask for ID and alcohol will be confiscated 
if our license is deemed to be at risk. The offender will be 
asked to leave the premises. 

l A dress code is set for individual events. 
l Antisocial behaviour will not be permitted. 
l Smoking is prohibited in the clubhouse and any area

where food is being served.



royal ocean racing Club 
The Parade 

Cowes 
Isle of Wight 

PO31 7QU

Tel: 01983 293581
www.rorc.org

General Manager 
andrew m overton: amo@rorc.org

House Manager 
rod Whitewood: rw@rorc.org

Finance Officer 
Claire Corsham: cc@rorc.org

Events & Marketing Officer 
sam flux: sf@rorc.org

Office Administrator 
Pakeezah sponner: ps@rorc.org

“Superhuman effort isn’t worth a damn 
unless it achieves results.”

sir ernest shackleton


